Leverhulme Doctoral Training Programme for Neurodiverse Futures (LPN) Guidance Document 2027 Entry (Master Plus Route)


Initial expression of interest deadline: 17.00 (GMT) on 12 November 2026
Application deadline: 17:00 (GMT) on 22 January 2027

Available Awards 

· In this current call, there are 3 Master’s Plus studentships for research available to commence in September 2027.
· 2 studentships will be available to candidates applying to study at Kingston University, and 1 studentship will be available to candidates applying to study at Durham University. 
· 25% of awards across the whole LPN competition (Master’s Plus and Standard Route) are ring-fenced for candidates with lived experience of neurodivergence. 
· Studentship funding will be available for a period of 5 years (full time equivalent), which will comprise 1 year of MA study followed by 4 years of PhD study. Leverhulme permits part-time registration for reasons for caring and/or disability, but does not support part-time study for financial reasons. 
· Studentships cannot normally be deferred beyond January 2028 or started before September 2027. 
· While we will do our best to identify PhD supervisors for Master’s Plus students at the point of enrolment, we reserve the right to change supervision teams according to staff availability. 

Financial Support
· LPN Studentships cover:
· Full tuition fees
· Tax-free stipend (UKRI-matched; figure to be confirmed spring 2027 - for 2026 entry this was £21,805 per year for Durham and £23,805 for Kingston (inc. London weighting).
· £10000 research support and training fund 

Eligibility

In order to be eligible for a Master’s Plus studentship you must:
 
· Be a UK domiciled student 
· Not already hold a Master’s degree from the host institution 
· Meet the general entry requirements for their chosen MA programme, which must contain a substantial research element (at least 60 credits from 180 credits). 
· Be from a low-income household background as evidenced by, for example, being in receipt of a full maintenance loan or Special Support loan during your undergraduate studies. You will be asked to provide documentation to support your eligibility after your application. 
and/or 
· Be one of the following categories of ethnicity: 
· Black African 
· Black Caribbean 
· Black Other 
· Mixed – White and Black Caribbean 
· Mixed – White and Black African 
· Other mixed background (including Black African, Black Caribbean and Black Other) 

· Applicants must comply with standard terms and conditions of Durham University or Kingston University studentship awards and must not be:
· receiving any other studentship funding, e.g., from a national government, research council or charity
· In full-time work during the term of the studentship if successful
· In order to proceed from the Master’s degree to the PhD students on the Master’s Plus route students must pass their Master’s degree. 


Competition Process
· Candidates wishing to apply for an LPN studentship on the Master’s Plus route must first complete the LPN Master’s Plus Initial Expression of Interest Form by the date detailed in the competition timeline (Appendix 1) and return this to the relevant LPN email address:

Durham: neurodiverse.futures@durham.ac.uk

Kingston: lpn@kingston.ac.uk

· If you meet the scheme eligibility requirements and we are able to support your proposed project then you will be allocated a mentor to support your application. Mentors will support the selection of an appropriate Master’s programme, and also the development of the PhD project proposal. 
· Once an MA programme has been identified, applicants will be advised by the relevant PGR admissions team on formal application for the MA. This will depend on the programme identified. Alongside this, you must complete a postgraduate research student application for either Durham University or Kingston University according to advertised processes:

https://www.kingston.ac.uk/research/research-degrees

https://www.durham.ac.uk/study/postgraduate/research-degrees/

· Candidates must also submit the full LPN Application Form (Master’s Plus Route) and all other required documentation (eg. references, transcripts of qualifications) by the date detailed in the competition timeline (Appendix 1).
· Eligible LPN applications will be reviewed by subject experts within each institution who will shortlist candidates for interview based on proposal and available supervisory team. Our interview process is inclusive and you will be asked about reasonable adjustments should you be shortlisted for interview. 
· Shortlisted applications will be reviewed by cross-Faculty experts and scored according to the criteria outlined in Appendix 2. Rankings will be subject to moderation by a University panel, which will confirm awards, before agreement by the LPN management panel group co-chaired by the LPN Directors. 
· Following the meeting of the LPN management group panel, successful and unsuccessful candidates and their host departments will be informed, including (where appropriate) when candidates are placed on a reserve list.
· Feedback will not be provided directly to applicants.
· As this is an open competitive process there is no right of appeal of the outcome. 

Use of AI

We are looking for original ideas that express your own individual perspective. We are more interested in your knowledge than in perfect expression or formatting. Our review process will give credit for individual style and reference to lived experience. 

You are permitted to use Gen AI tools (eg Chat GTP, Gemini) to support your application, for example to develop your initial ideas, locate sources, or proofread your writing. You must not use AI to generate your research proposal or your personal statement. If you are invited to interview then we will ask you to explain sources you have cited in more detail, so you should not reference anything that you have not read independently. 

In signing the applicant declaration you are agreeing that your application abides by this guidance. If it is suspected that an application is substantially generated using Gen AI tools, we will withdraw the application. If it becomes apparent following registration that your application has been substantially generated by AI tools then you may be subject to academic misconduct processes and your registration can be terminated. 

How to Complete the LPN Master’s Plus Initial Expression of Interest Form

Section 1 - Eligibility  Check

1. CORE RESEARCH THEMES
All projects are required to respond to at least one of LPN’s core research themes. You can indicate more than one, but there is no advantage in doing so. You will be asked to write more about your project and the research theme(s) you have selected in question 12. 

2. INSTITUTION

Indicate the institution you are applying to. If your project involves supervisors from both Durham and Kingston you should name the institution of your first supervisor as this will be your ‘home’ institution. 

		 
3. RESIDENCY STATUS

Please indicate your residency status at the point of application. If this is likely to change during the application please contact the relevant LPN email address for your institution who can offer further advice. You will be asked for proof of residency as part of the application process.  

4. MODE OF STUDY

Indicate whether you will study full-time or part-time. Leverhulme expects the majority of its scholars to study full-time. It permits part-time study for reasons of caring responsibilities or disability, but not for financial reasons. . 

5. MASTER’S PLUS ELIGIBILITY

Indicate under which category you are applying for the Master’s Plus route. For applications under the category of low-income you will be contacted to submit supporting evidence. Should a student subsequently at any time be found to have falsely claimed eligibility for the Master’s Plus route they may be withdrawn from the programme. 

6. HIGHER EDUCATION QUALIFICATIONS

Indicate details of all undergraduate qualifications, and any further postgraduate qualifications. Email transcripts of your previous degree(s) alongside your completed form. 


Section 2  -  Research  Project  Details

This section is your opportunity to share your idea for your PhD project. We are looking for bold and innovative research ideas which are clearly focused on neurodivergent knowledges, experiences, and methodologies. We understand that over the course of your MA your project idea may change, and there will be an opportunity during your MA programme to meet with your supervisors and revise your project plans. 

6. PROJECT TITLE (20 words max.)
Provide a clear title for your project. Your title will be how other researchers find your project online and in databases, so choose the key terms that will create the best visibility for your research. 
  
7. DESCRIPTION (500 words max.) 
  
Describe your intended project. It may be helpful to consider the following headings:

Aims and Objectives – what are your research questions, or problem? What contribution to knowledge will you hope to make?
Research context – what are the ideas that have influenced your project, and who are the thinkers underpinning your research?
Methodology – how will you conduct your research? 

8. REFERENCES TO SOURCES (enter no more than 10 references)

Include here a reference list for any references that you have cited in the Description. 

Section 3 - Contact Information

We will usually contact you by email in the first instance. If you have alternative contact preferences then you can identify them here. 

Section 4 - Student's Declaration

Please note our policy on AI in the guidance notes. In signing the declaration you agree that you have abided by this policy, and that the work you are presenting is your own. 


How to Complete the LPN Application Form (Master’s Plus Route)
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1. CORE RESEARCH THEMES
All projects are required to respond to at least one of LPN’s core research themes. You can indicate more than one, but there is no advantage in doing so. You will be asked to write more about your project and the research theme(s) you have selected in question 12. 

2. INSTITUTION

Indicate the institution you are applying to. If your project involves supervisors from both Durham and Kingston you should name the institution of your first supervisor as this will be your ‘home’ institution. 


3. MA PROGRAMME


Indicate here the MA programme that you have applied for. 

		 
4. RESIDENCY STATUS

Please indicate your residency status at the point of application. If this is likely to change during the application please contact the relevant LPN email address for your institution who can offer further advice. You will be asked for proof of residency as part of the application process. 

5. MODE OF STUDY

Indicate whether you will study full-time or part-time. Leverhulme expects the majority of its scholars to study full-time. It permits part-time study for reasons of caring responsibilities or disability, but not for financial reasons. 

Section 2  -  Research  Project  Details

This section is your opportunity to share your idea for your PhD project. We are looking for bold and innovative research ideas which are clearly focused on neurodivergent knowledges, experiences, and methodologies. We understand that over the course of your MA your project idea may change, and there will be an opportunity during your MA programme to meet with your supervisors and revise your project plans. 

6. PROJECT TITLE (20 words max.)
Provide a clear title for your project. Your title will be how other researchers find your project online and in databases, so choose the key terms that will create the best visibility for your research. 

7. SYNOPSIS – suitable for a general audience (300 words max.)

Your synopsis is a summary of your project which explains its approach and focus, identifies your research questions, and defines the potential contribution to knowledge. It should be written in a way that is suitable for non-expert readers.
  
8. DESCRIPTION (1200 words max.) 
  
Describe your intended project. It may be helpful to consider the following headings:

Aims and Objectives – what are your research questions, or problem? What contribution to knowledge will you hope to make?
Research context – what are the ideas that have influenced your project, and who are the thinkers underpinning your research?
Methodology – how will you conduct your research? 
Timeline – how will you plan your activities over the four years of the project to make sure it can be completed successfully? 

9. REFERENCES TO SOURCES (enter no more than 20 references)

Include here a reference list for any references that you have cited in the Description. 

10. WEBSITE LINKS (no more than 4)

Include here any websites relevant to your Description, including your own website or relevant contextual sources. You should not use this section to link to folders or documents. 

11. RESEARCH ETHICS (200 words max.)

Outline any ethical risks involved in your project, and how these will be managed. 

12. ALIGNMENT TO LPN RESEARCH THEMES AND INTERDISCIPLINARITY (300 words max.) 

All LPN projects must align with at least one of our core research themes as listed in question 1. All projects must also be interdisciplinary, which means that they involve substantial engagement with at least two different subject areas. In this section you should outline how your project description fits with your chosen theme(s), and how it will involve interdisciplinary research, including how this will be supported by your supervisory team. 

Section 3  -  Resources 

As part of the studentship all LPN students have £10,000 in personal research funds that can be used during the cost of their award. They also have access to institutional funds at their home institution.
LPN cannot guarantee access or availability of resources.

13. WHAT RESOURCES ARE YOU PLANNING TO USE?  

Describe here any study trips, facilities, access to libraries, archives or similar, which are integral to your research.  This will enable LPN reviewers to assess the feasibility of the research project.  

14. FUNDING FOR HIGH-COST RESOURCES

If you plan to access resources with significant costs beyond the anticipated expenditure of your studentship research funds, please describe here how those costs will be met.

15. ADDITIONAL TRAINING NEEDS

Apart from the generic training at your home University available to all PhD students and the core training provided by LPN will you need any additional training to support your research and career development?  

Please also state where you plan to complete this training, or alternatively identify it as not currently available (in which case LPN will investigate providing it). 


Section 4 – Personal Statement

16. STUDENT PERSONAL    STATEMENT (500 WORDS MAX.)

Please describe:
Your reasons for applying to LPN.
How your previous study and your work experience have prepared you for the proposed project.
How your planned MA will prepare you for the proposed project. 
How the project and your personal experience fit with LPN philosophy and opportunities.
How the research relates to your career goals.

Section 5 - Education & Qualifications	

Give dates and details for all relevant qualifications. As part of your application you will be asked to provide transcripts. 

Section 6 - Contact Information

We will usually contact you by email in the first instance. If you have alternative contact preferences then you can identify them here. 

Section 7 – Neurodivergence Priority Awards

LPN is positively committed to valuing lived experience of neurodivergence in research. 25% of our awards are ring-fenced for applicants with personal experience of neurodivergence. This means that at least 25% of successful applicants as a minimum will have lived experience but the number may be higher. 
Indicate here if you would like to be considered for a ring-fenced award. If you indicate ‘yes’ then a member of the team will contact you to request further information. This will be handled in accordance with institutional GDPR. If your application is identified as eligible then selection panels will be informed of this, but detailed information about diagnosis will not be shared. 

For the purposes of eligibility, applicants will need to provide evidence of neurodivergence either through formal documentation of diagnosis or equivalent documentation (for example a letter from a University disability service, support worker or GP). We recognise that the term neurodivergent can mean different things to different people, including (but not limited to) autism, ADHD, AuDHD, dyslexia, dyscalculia, dyspraxia, dysgraphia, hyperlexia, Tourette Syndrome, and/or sensory processing disorder.

Section 8 - Student's Declaration

Please note our policy on AI in the guidance notes. In signing the declaration you agree that you have abided by this policy, and that the work you are presenting is your own. 
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Appendix 1: Recruitment Timeline

	Date
	Activity/Milestone


	
21st Oct 2026 1-2pm 
	
Applicant webinar 
 

	
12th Nov 2026 by 5pm 
	
Expression of interest form deadline

	

2nd Dec 2026 1-2pm
	

Online applicant workshop

	22nd January 2027 by 5pm
	Deadline for completed applications

	W/C 1st February 2027



	Applicant interviews begin 

	March 2027
	Institutional and management group panels



	April 2027
	Results announced


















Appendix 2

· Outlined below is the assessment scheme for grading applications for postgraduate studentships and should be used to assess the strengths of each application received.
· Departments/Schools are strongly advised to familiarise themselves with this document prior to submitting nominations and to use the scheme when internally grading candidates.


	Description
	Sections Marked Out of 30

	Very Strong
	26-30

	Strong
	22-25

	Fair
	18-21

	Poor
	0-17



Scoring Profile 

	Quality of Candidate
	Research Proposal
	Feasibility

	30
	30
	30



Marking Criteria

	Section 
	Criteria and Guidance 

	Quality of Candidate (prior relevant experience, qualifications, academic record, references)


	
Candidates should have at least a good 2.1 at undergraduate level (or equivalent).

The Master’s Plus route aims to identify potential in candidates who have not had the opportunity to study for a postgraduate degree. Although this may be evident in qualifications, reviewers should pay close attention to other evidence of potential to succeed – for example voluntary work, caring responsibilities, work experience, or other relevant life experience. Where lived experience of neurodivergence informs the design of the project it should be acknowledged as a key asset. 

References will focus on the abilities of the candidate that make them most suited for postgraduate research and should support them unreservedly. A weak reference will indicate significant problems or not be targeted to the application. One reference may be from a Durham/Kingston University referee if the applicant is a current undergraduate student or alumna. The other reference should normally be provided by a referee who is independent.


	Research proposal (fit to call - including lived experience and interdisciplinarity, originality, significance, and rigour)
	Master’s Plus projects may evolve over the course of MA study. Reviewers should recognise that these are therefore projects still potentially subject to revision. It is expected that ideas will be less fully developed than standard PhD proposals, while still showing originality and potential for innovation. 

The project should be obviously aligned to at least one of LPN’s core research themes, with a clear development of this in the project proposal, supported by resourcing and training needs. It is a requirement that LPN projects are interdisciplinary. This should be clearly outlined in the project description and reflected in the supervisory expertise and experience.

A strong proposal will be innovative with the genuine potential to create impact and reorient thinking in relation to neurodivergence. It will be striking within the terms of its discipline – be that through ambition, originality, and/or creativity. 

The project synopsis should be understandable to a non-expert audience and should explain clearly the focus of the research and potential contribution to knowledge. 

The main project proposal will have a well-defined scope for the research, with research questions and/or aims. The context should show appropriate awareness of relevant critical thinkers, experts, and texts, and outline how these will be leveraged to support the research. The methodology for the project should be appropriate to the subject matter, and the disciplines in which the project is located. It should reflect the interdisciplinary nature of the project, and credit should also be given for the use of lived experience as expert knowledge.


	Feasibility (project plan, ethics, resource requirements, supervisory team)
	A strong application will show a clear plan of completion. The proposed methodology should be aligned to the candidate’s qualifications and experience, with necessary training identified to develop any new skills required. Training that is essential to the project but difficult to access or unlikely to be available should be identified as a significant weakness.

There will be clear awareness of any ethical or safety concerns, with reference to appropriate approval processes. A strong application will have identified relevant resources, in keeping with the scope of the project and available funds. Where high-cost resources are necessary there will be a plan for how to access these. 

The project should show a clear fit between the chosen Master’s degree and the planned PhD, with evidence that the Master’s will support the skills needed for the project. There should be strong alignment with the research strengths and supporting environment of the Department/Schools of the candidate’s supervisory team, including research groups and centres. In a weak application the supervisory team will not be expert in the disciplinary area and/or the Department/School does not constitute the suitable environment in which to host the research proposed.








